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AFA is funded in part by grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, the 
Texas Commission on the Arts, and the City of Houston through the Houston Arts 
Alliance. AFA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. The official healthcare provider 
of AFA is Houston Methodist Hospital’s Center for Performing Arts Medicine.
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“AFA has more than 
achieved and exceeded 
any of the expectations 
that I have had for the 

program!” 
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Summer Music Festival

• Intensive, multi-week opportunities  
for grades 3-12

• Programs for vocalists, instrumentalists, pianists and 
composers

• 30,000+ hours of classroom training offered

• 450+ students enrolled annually

• 150+ schools represented

• 30+ concerts presented

Year-Round Curriculum

• In-depth learning experiences for grades 3-12

• Programs for vocalists, instrumentalists, pianists and 
composers

• Targeting students’ next level of learning and 
accomplishment

• Unique learning and performance opportunities

• Chamber Music Academy, Houston Girls Chorus, 
Composer Institute and new programs launching in 
2017-18

• AFA is proud to collaborate with Houston’s finest arts 
and education organizations

• Collaborations enrich AFA’s curriculum through the 
sharing of artists, ideas, and opportunities. AFA has 
partnered with: 
 Arts Access Initiative 
 Aurora Picture Show 
 Center for Hearing and Speech  
 Center for Performing Arts Medicine | Houston 
  Methodist 
 Da Camera of Houston 
 Houston Arts Partners 
 Houston Ballet 
 Houston Grand Opera’s HGOco 
 Houston Symphony 
 Inprint 
 Lighthouse of Houston 
 Lone Star Lyric Theater Festival 
 Monarch School 
 Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
 Southwest Alternate Media Project (SWAMP)

AFA In Schools

• Offering a broad range of school-based residencies, 
clinics and master classes for K-12 students

• Enhancing school curricula through innovative 
programming

• Customized programs to meet student needs

• Emphasizing creative expression through music

• Special programming for students with physical and 
neurological disabilities

Access

• AFA’s Scholarship Enrichment Fund provides need-
based financial aid to 70%+ of participating students

• AFA In Schools provides free or low cost residencies to 
schools with limited financial resource

• Programs available for students at many skill levels

• Transportation assistance for qualifying students

Outreach

• Presenting concerts in community centers, hospitals, 
schools and other public spaces

• AFA In Schools brings programming  
to the communities we serve and  
involves parents and families  
as partners 

COLLABORATION

EDUCATION

MUSIC

“My principal 
felt honored to have 
a program like this 

on campus.”

“AFA is one 
of the best things that 
has ever happened to 
me. It pushed me to 
go after what I love 
the most - music.”

“This experience 
has been a gift - fun, 

educational, enriching, 
healing, challenging, 
inspiring - a godsend. 

Bravo.”

AFA enriches the lives of young people through 
music. We accomplish this mission by:

• Creating educational programs for young people in 
safe and respectful environments

• Encouraging talent and creativity in opportunities 
that make music a vehicle for social, personal, 
intellectual and emotional growth

• Committing to excellence in teaching, faculty  
and state-of-the-art initiatives

• Leading collaborations that meet the needs  
of Houston’s arts education community

AFA’S MISSION

Since 1996, AFA (formerly “American Festival  
for the Arts”) has grown from a small summer  
music camp to become Houston’s largest nonprofit 
provider of music education programming for thousands 
of young people and their families. AFA’s Scholarship 
Enrichment Fund provides financial aid to more than 
70% of enrolled students every year and funds AFA In 
Schools residencies to schools with limited financial 
resources. AFA’s commitment to Houston’s young 
people means that financial need will never be a 
barrier between a young musician and the experiences 
that will shape their future.

“Parents love 
the AFA program 

and the sense of pride 
it brings to our 
students and 
community.”


